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more unfortunate in this land of activity than to hring up children in seclusion, without the invaluable discipline that a good school presents. Forgive me for dwelling a little on this, out of regard to Mr. San-born, who deserves to be sustained. I was greatly pleased with the success of your last book, "The Marble Faun." It seemed to me at first, until I got well a-going, a little difficult to seize the thread; but when I once found it, I went rapidly forward unto the end. I always consider the rapidity with which I can read a story the test of its merit, at least for me. Many others have spoken to me of its effect on them. I greatly enjoyed the Italian criticism. As a matter of art, there is possibly always a certain danger in combining didactic and dramatic situations; but if any field is open to this, it should be Italy. " Corinne," I think, deals in character rather than criticism. I should be ashamed to tell you how often I have read "The Marble Faun," or "The Blithedale Romance/' The latter is, I think, of all your pieces the one I like the best. No "book was ever printed containing better effects for illustration. I also have often read over the sorrows of Aunt Hepzibah.
I am a little late in welcoming you back to the stern and simple fields of this ancient Puritan land; but a traveller is like coffee, and needs to be well settled.
With regards to Mrs. Hawthorne, "believe me Ever faithfully yours,
W. ELLERY CHANNING-is charge. Nothing seems to mewas to this to look intense /' He was afterwards
